The Space Physics Archive Search and Extract (SPASE) project is an international collaboration among Heliophysics (solar and space physics) groups concerned with data acquisition and archiving. Within this community there are a variety of old and new data centers, resident archives, "virtual observatories", etc. acquiring, holding, and distributing data. A researcher interested in finding data of value for his or her study faces a complex data environment. The SPASE group has simplified the search for data through the development of the SPASE Data Model as a common method to describe data sets in the various archives. The data model is an XML-based schema and is now in operational use. There are both positives and negatives to this approach. The advantage is the common metadata language enabling wide-ranging searches across the archives, but it is difficult to inspire the data holders to spend the time necessary to describe their data using the Model. Software tools have helped, but the main motivational factor is wide-ranging use of the standard by the community. The use is expanding, but there are still other groups who could benefit from adopting SPASE.
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The SPASE Data Model is also being expanded in the sense of providing the means for more detailed description of data sets with the aim of enabling more automated ingestion and use of the data through detailed format descriptions. We will discuss the present state of SPASE usage and how we foresee development in the future. The evolution is based on a number of lessons learned -some unique to Heliophysics, but many common to the various data disciplines. In Level 3 we put a common looking "shell" around the differences in the systems.
SPASE: The Connection

SPASE (Space Physics Archive Search and Extract)
is an element of the "shell".
SPASE is a common metadata language facilitating data search and retrieval across the Space and Solar Physics data environment.
The SPASE Group defines and maintains a standard Data Model for Space and Solar Physics interoperability, especially among Heliophysics Virtual Observatories
